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About the Police Department

Follow us on Facebook!
PLEASE NOTE: The City of Great Falls provides Social Networking opportunities in an effort to share information,
reinforce messages, reach new audiences and establish new communication channels. The City's use of social
media is for informational and marketing purposes only, and the City assumes no responsibility for any content
and/or information not posted by the City. Posted comments do not represent the views of the City of Great Falls.
The City is not responsible for the security of social networking sites and applications that reside outside the City's
domain.
View the City of Great Falls Social Media Disclaimer
View the Great Falls Police Department's Mission Statement (with photos!)
The Great Falls Police Department has a rich heritage dating back to the late 1800's when officers were
referred to as "law men" and horse power was just that. The Great Falls Police Department was created in
1888 with the incorporation of the City. At that time, George E. Huy was appointed the Police Magistrate
and given oversight of the City Marshall/Chief of Police — Patrick Sweeney. The entire police force
consisted of Sweeney and Policeman John Hurly.
In 1889, two policemen were appointed bringing the total police force to three men. Uniforms were
non-existent, so officers wore everyday clothes and hung a six-shooter on their side. In the mid 1890's,
uniforms were introduced and the city built its own jail. By the end of 1909, the force had grown to 14
certified members -- certification required passing an examination by the Examining and Trial Board and 6
months of probationary experience on the force.
By 1914, automobiles were being used and around 1940, they got their first two-way radios. In 1970, the
police department started using computers.
From those humble beginnings, the GFPD has grown into a sworn force of 85 men and women and has 65
cars and support vehicles handling crimes and providing educational services. The police department has
five distinct bureaus within the department, which include the Patrol Services Bureau, Investigative
Services Bureau, Support Services Bureau, Communications Services Bureau and Administrative Services
Bureau.
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Supporting Documents
2012 GFPD Mission Statement (224 KB) (PDF)

Web Links
GFPD Facebook PageCost of Living CalculatorSchool DistrictGreat Falls ChamberConvention and Visitors Bureau
Montana TourismGreat Falls Visitors Center
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