
CITY OF GREAT FALLS, MONTANA AGENDA #   20 

A G E N D A    R E P O R T DATE   September 2, 2003 

ITEM    Purchase Land on the SW Corner of the intersection of 10th Ave N and 57th St 

INITIATED BY       Great Falls Soccer Foundation/Fiscal Services Department 

ACTION REQUESTED    City Commission Approve Purchase   

PRESENTED BY             Coleen Balzarini, Fiscal Services Director

 _   _   _   _   _ 

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends the City Commission approve the following motion: 

MOTION:
I move the City Commission approve the purchase of a 34.61 acre tract of land located on the SW 
Corner of the intersection of 10th Avenue North and 57th Street North. (A tract of land in the SW ¼ 
of Section 3, Township 20 North, Range 4 East, MPM, Cascade County Montana, from Energy West 
for $190,000 and authorize the City Manager and staff to execute the necessary documents. 

SYNOPSIS:
Energy West owns a 34.61 acre parcel of land on 10th Avenue North and 57th Street North suitable 
for constructing a soccer field complex.  The complex would be comprised of fields, pavilion, 
parking, restrooms, and storage facilities.  The owner has offered the property for sale at a purchase 
price of $190,000.  Upon City Commission approval, a closing date will be set for approximately 
September 30, 2003.   

BACKGROUND:
On September 2, 2003, the Commission will also be asked to approve a resolution placing the question 
of approval of funds to build a soccer park on the November 2003 ballot.  In the event this is approved 
for the ballot, and the public approves the question, the Energy West land acquisition cost will be 
reimbursed with bond proceeds.  In the event the ballot question is not approved, the cost of the land 
acquisition may be reimbursed using existing non-voted General Obligation debt issuance authority or 
existing reserves. 

This property was previously appraised in excess of $207,500.  A current market analysis indicates the 
$190,000 price is reasonable, and this price is acceptable to Energy West.   

The Energy West property is one of many properties considered over the past two years as a potential 
site for a soccer park containing ideally at least 10 soccer fields.  There are many desirable components 
to this property.  These include acquisition availability, accessibility to the site, the levelness of the 
ground, and the size of the site.  The soccer park will be used regularly for weekend play, including 
traveling teams and tournaments.  Current standards indicate that a minimum of a 35 acre site is highly 
desirable to adequately accommodate these activities.  Due to the limited availability of such land 
located in close proximity to the City, approval of the land purchase is recommended to accommodate 
the current soccer park plan or to hold in anticipation of future development potentials.   


















