CITY OF GREAT FALLS MONTANA AGENDA # )

AGENDA REPORT DATE _January 4, 2005

ITEM Ordinance No. 2896 Sgn Code

INITIATED BY City Commisson

ACTION REQUESTED _Conduct Public Hearing and Adopt Ord.2896 on Find Reading

PREPARED BY Sign Code Review Committee

PRESENTED BY Cheryl Patton, Assstant City Manager

RECOMMENDATION: Itisrecommended that the City Commission approve thefollowing motiorn
MOTION: I movethe City Commission adopt Ordinance. No. 2896 on find reading.

SYNOPSIS; The Sign Code Committee is recommending Ordinance No. 2896. This ordinance would
serve to replace the existing regulations, and the interim regulations, which govern dl signsfor the City of
Great Falls. The ordinance isintended to replace/update the existing Sign Code and move theloceation of
the Code from Title 15 OCCGF to Title 17 OCCGF. It will become chapter 60 of the proposed Unified
Land Development Code.

The gals of the proposed Code are: to promote a positive economic and business climate through
digtinctive and effective Sgnage; to improve the community’ simeage by eiminating Sgn dutter; to encourage
sgnage of a character and scale congstent with the built environment and desired future vision; to protect
hedlth and safety including damages caused by distractions of motorits; to provide acode that is readily
understood; and to provide binding code implementation and enforcement.

Sgnificant changes include: diminating the clutter caused by uncontrolled temporary Signs, encouraging
signage to correspond to the scale of the built environment, and provide the design review board with the
ability to negotiate Sgnage that fitsinto the premise. Another major changeisregardinginterpretation. The
new Code specificdly assgns amaximum squarefoot sgn alowanceto the premise/property instead of to
each business on the property.

Strong enforcement isrecommended by the Committeein order for the community to receive theintended
benefit from this new Code. Non-conforming signs, except billboards, are proposed to conform to the
provisions of this proposed Code by December 31, 2014. The Committeeisaso recommending the City
initiate an “incentive program” to encourage earlier compliance.

BACKGROUND:  The current City of Great Fals Sign Code, adopted in the mid 1970s, has been
amended, in part, from time to time. However, there has not been amgjor revison in over 20 years. The
current Code's main function isto address sefety issues. Thisisreflected in both the purpose of theCode
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and in its regulaions. The new Code has defined gods to assst Great Fals to grow and develop in a
manner that isvisudly appeding aswedl as safe. The gods of the new Code are listed in the Synopsis.

In December of 2001, after hearing concerns about the appearance of the City and its effect on our ability
to encourage business and peopleto relocate to Great Fals, the City Commission appointed aCommittee
of citizens, 9gn industry professonds and gaff, to rewrite the City’s Sgn regulations. The Committee has
worked steadily for the past three years to devel op aCode the whole Committee could recommend. The
process has been time consuming, and occasiondly, frustrating as opposing pointsof view were explained
and thoughtfully consdered. The Committee hasreached consensus on the Code proposed as Ordinance
No. 2896 and is recommending the ordinance to the City Commission.

Proposed changes indude:
1. Sign regulations would depend on the sign digtrict where the premise islocated.
2. Temporary Sgnsand point of sde sgnswould be limited to one temporary Sgn per premise.
3. Roof sgns would be diminated if they rise up the roof more than 50% to the ridge line.
4. Thedlocation of wal sgn areawould be in relation to the lined footage of building frontage.
Two (2) square feet of wal sign would be permitted for each lined foot of building frontage up to a
maximum of 200 square feet per premise.
5. One (1) freestanding (pole) sgn per premise frontage would be alowed.
a A maximum of one (1) squarefoot per lined foot of building fronting astreet would be
alowed not to exceed two-hundred (200) square feet per premise.
b. Freestanding 9gns would be limited to a height of twenty-five (25) feet above the
finished grade on thelot whichitislocated in most commercid and indudtrid didtricts.
The Riverfront Corridor and the Centrd Business Didrict have a twenty (20) foot
height limit.
c. A monument Sgn, or a low-prafile Sgn, could be subgtituted for apole sgn with a
10% bonusin alowable area.

6. Separate sections have been written to address premises over 40,000 square feet and mutipe
tenant retail premises over 250,000 square feet.

7. Regulations governing billboards have been addressed to require some existing billboards to
meet specific Sandards by December 31, 2014, the date for other non-conforming sgnsto
conform to the proposed code.

8. Exiding signswhich do not meet the provisonsof thenew Code are proposed to continue for
10 yearsif they are not dtered. However, achange in occupancy, an exterior renovation, or
an expansion of the building would trigger compliance with the new Code.

9. Signswhich no longer advertise abusnessin operation must be removed within 6 months.

The Committee strongly recommends that adequate aff is assgned to implement and enforce the new
Code after adoption. The Committee recommends strong enforcement action in order that the community
may enjoy the benefits of controlled Sgnage.



